
 

                                             our future is in our hands 

 

 

Operation Black Vote and the Communities and Local Government 
MP Shadowing Scheme 

 

 

“Change will not come if we wait for some other person or some other time. 
We are the ones we've been waiting for. We are the change that we seek.”  

President Barack Hussein Obama 

 
 
Our House? 
 
The need to urgently address the systemic under-representation of Black, Asian and minority 
ethnic (BME) communities in our local, regional and national democratic institutions is 
imperative.  Of 646 MPs, only 15 are from BME communities. Of those, only 2 are women, 
and to date, there has not been an Asian woman MP. A closer reflection of society would be 
nearer 60 MPs of which over half would be women. 
 
Operation Black Vote in partnership with the Communities and Local Government (CLG) are 
delighted to re-launch the dynamic MP Shadowing Scheme. The aim of the project is to 
address the deficit of BME individuals in all areas and at levels of political life for the benefit 
of all communities.  
 
The Programme 
 
The cross-party programme will enable 25 dynamic BME individuals aged 18 years upwards 
to shadow senior Members of Parliament from constituencies around Britain. Participants will 
gain an invaluable experience of parliamentary politics at Westminster and in the local 
constituency.  The programme will comprise of approximately 10-12 non-consecutive days 
over a six-month period and individuals will participate in a mixture of shadowing days and 
training sessions.  
 
What is the next step?  
 
If you are interested in applying to the programme, act now.  
 
Applications can be obtained via:  
 
Web:  www.obv.org.uk 
E-mail: mp@obv.org.uk 
Tel:  Francine Fernandes - 0208 983 5426 
 
Application deadline: Monday 15th February 2010 at 12 noon.   
 
 
 
 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/b/barackobam409128.html
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