The Big Opportunity an opportunity for the Third Sector

In April 2006 former Prime Minister Tony Blair made an invitation to the voluntary and community sector (VSC).  The invitation said:

 "We invite every London community organisation and voluntary group to consider what ambitions they might set themselves for 2012 - what they could achieve for themselves, and what part they could play in making London a greater city by 2012" 
In response to the invitation East London CVS Network (ELN) along with London Voluntary Service Council (LVSC), and the London Civic Forum (LCF) and funded by ChangeUp set up the VCS 2012 Project.
Vision

Through building bridges between the VSC Olympic bodies LOCOG, ODA and Olympic host boroughs, the project aims to enable appropriate involvement in the Games, maximise benefit for groups and the communities they serve, whilst promoting the abundance of talent, skill and expertise that can be found in the VSC. 

Work

The project commissioned
 Rocket Science to complete a risk assessment into the consequences for both the sector and the delivery agencies of not involving the VCS at a sustainable and appropriate level. Part of the risk assessment involved an e-survey which received over 200 responses and was completed and released at the end of May 2006.

Enthusiasm 

The enthusiasm of groups across London is evident, with 72% wanting to be directly involved in the Games. What is less clear, is how groups can be involved, how their invaluable services can contribute to the planning delivery and legacy of the Games.

VSC Roles

Possible roles for community organisations include; translation services, cultural activities within the opening ceremony, drop-in centres for street sex workers targeting the Games for work, childcare facilities, volunteer training, the list is extensive. 

Big Opportunity

In June 2007 the project launched the ‘Big Opportunity’ the offer made on behalf of the VSC to the Olympic delivery agencies and statutory bodies. 
200 invited guests representing the diversity of the VSC attended the event. Guest speakers included Marcia Samuels, East London CVS Network, Rt Hon Tessa Jowell MP, Paul Deighton, LOCOG Chief Executive, and Paralympian athlete, Ade Adepitan MBE.  
For further information regarding the VSC 2012 project contact Project Co-ordinator Miriam Haywood on tel 020 87099778 or email miriam@londoncivicforum.org.uk.
Click here to read the document launched at the event "The Big Opportunity: the Third Sector offer for the 2012 Olympic Games and Paralympic Games".

A longer document with case studies to illustrate the Third Sector offer. Click here to read "The Big Opportunity - Context and communication behind the 2012 Third Sector Engagement Project"
To read the press release about the event click on the link below. http://www.thebigopportunity.org.uk/site/download/bo_pressrelease_260607.pdf
The Big Opportunity project is a partnership project between East London CVS Network, London Council for Voluntary Services, London Civic Forum and supported by a steering group of the following representatives.

Aston Mansfield
Artsline
BASSAC
Black Neighbourhood Regeneration and Renewal Network
East London CVS network
Greater London Volunteering
London Sports Forum for Disabled People
London Youth
LORECA (London Refugee Economic Action)
London Civic Forum
London Voluntary Service Council
Praxis
Race on the Agenda
The Scarman Trust
Women’s Resource Centre
To sign up to the Big Opportunity Commitment Statement click on the link below.

Commitment Statement

‘We are committed to harnessing the power of community collaboration to ensure the delivery of the most successful Games ever and shape lasting benefits for future generations”.

www.thebigopportunity.org.uk/site/bo_commitment.php
To download a copy of the Rocket Science research document click here.

�  ‘Involving the Third Sector in the Delivery of the Olympic and Paralympic Games Programme Objectives’ Rocket Science May 2006 





